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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. Alex 
Chartove, reg. No. 3 1942, and Mr. Michael Strauss, reg. No. 32443, on November 7, 2008. 

2. In the drawing pages: 

Applicant is requested to delete the extra figure labels that are not consistent with the 
labels shown in the "Brief Description of the Drawing" section. Specifically, drawing pages 3, 
12, 17 and 20-21 each includes extra figure labels such as FIG.3, FIG. 12, FIG.17, FIG.20 and 
FIG.21; they should be deleted because there are other consistent labels in these pages. 

3. In the claims: please cancel claims 1 andl5, add new claim 32, and amend the other 
claims to the following: 

1. (Cancelled) 



2. (Currently Amended) A contents distribution support system comprising 
a contents server, 
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a plurality of terminals connected to the contents server via a network to allow contents 
to be distributed to the terminal from the contents server and further allow the contents to be 
distributed to another terminal from the terminal that received the distribution, and 

an amount setting section that fixes an amount to be subtracted or added, 

wherein the contents server comprises a storing section that stores information on the 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents and information on a distribution state to be 
associated with each other, a receiving section that receives a terminal that receives a request for 
distributing the contents in advance at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the 
contents, a counting section that counts a plurality of patterns in connection with the 
synchronously distributed contents included in the received distribution request, a deciding 
section that decides a scale of the distribution including at least primary or secondary and other 
distribution ranges and distribution frequencies of the contents according to the result of the 
counting section , and a section that selects a terminal stored in said storing section based on 
information concerning the distribution state from said contents server, and enables the selected 
terminal to distribute the contents to another terminal, 

wherein a storage media having at least one of a read-only storage area and a rewritable 
storage area is used, a program for gaining access to the contents server via the network to the 
read-only storage area, a storing section of a prepaid amount is provided in the rewritable storage 
area and an arbitrary amount is subtracted or added from/to the prepaid amount according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and the subtracted or added amount is stored in the 
storing section of the prepaid amount, and 

wherein the contents server includes a communication monitoring section that monitors a 
communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and when 
interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, selection 
is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section, and the 
amount setting section fixes the amount to be added by dividing the amount according to a 
contents size before the communication is interrupted and a contents size after the 
communication is interrupted. 
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3. (Rejoined and Original) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, 
wherein the storing section grasps identification information on the terminal that received the 
distribution of the contents and information on a communication state of the terminal to store 
these information, and distribution to another terminal is executed in such a manner that a 
terminal similar to the communication state is selected. 

4. (Rejoined and Original) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, 
wherein the contents server includes a communication monitoring section that monitors the 
communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and when 
interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, selection 
is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, 
wherein the amount fixed by the amount setting section is set according to a frequency of the 
distribution or reception of the contents or a distribution time period of the contents. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, 
wherein the read-only storage area stores a program for allowing the distributed contents to be 
reproduced. 

10. (Original) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, wherein the 
contents server includes a section that obtains information indicating the distribution state 
executed by each terminal. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 
10, further comprising an accounting storing section that subtracts or adds an arbitrary amount 
from/to a prepaid amount according to the distribution or reception of the contents, and stores the 
subtracted or added amount. 

12. (Original) The contents distribution support system according to claim 11, further 
comprising an amount setting section that arbitrarily fixes the amount to be subtracted or added, 
and the amount fixed by the amount setting section is set according to the distribution state 
obtained by [[the]] an obtaining section. 

13. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 
2, wherein the contents server includes a storing section that stores information on the terminal 
that received the distribution of the contents from the contents server, a first selecting section that 
selects a primary terminal based on information stored in the storing section and a first reference 
at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the contents, and a second selecting section 
that selects secondary and other terminals sequentially based on information stored in the 
contents server in connection with the selected primary terminal. 

14. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 
13, wherein the terminal includes a display section, and a screen that receives a desire for a rank 
of the contents distribution of the primary terminal and/or secondary and other terminals and 
accounting information to be subtracted or added are displayed on the display section. 

15. (Canceled). 

16. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 
[[15]]2, wherein the contents distributed from one terminal that received an initial synchronous 
distribution of the contents can be transmitted to further another terminal according to the 
passage of a fixed time, and the number of primary terminals selected based on the stored 
information and a first reference is decided according to [[the]] an edit pattern. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 

16, wherein the secondary and other terminals are sequentially selected according to the edit 
pattern in connection with the selected primary terminal. 

18. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 

17, wherein selection of the terminal is executed from the terminals that applied for the 
distribution of the contents in advance based on the information stored in the contents server, and 
at the time of application in advance, at least a desire for a rank of the contents distribution of the 
primary terminal and/or secondary and other terminals is received, and the condition of the 
distribution is made different according to the rank of the contents distribution of the primary 
terminal and secondary and other terminals. 

19. (Previously Presented) The contents distribution support system according to claim 

18, wherein the terminal includes a display section and the display section includes a section that 
receives a desire for a rank of the contents distribution of the primary terminal and/or secondary 
and other terminals. 

20. (Original) The contents distribution support system according to claim 18, wherein 
the terminal uses a storage media having a read-only storage area and a rewritable storage area 
and subtracts or adds amount information corresponding to amount information stored in a 
storage area of a prepaid amount that is formed in the rewritable storage area according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and stores the subtracted or added amount information 
to the storage area of the prepaid amount according to an application program for gaining access 
to the contents server stored in the read-only storage area via the network. 

21. (Currently Amended) The contents distribution support system according to claim 
20, wherein the terminal includes a display section, and a screen that receives a desire for a rank 
of the contents distribution of the primary terminal and/or secondary and [afterward] other 
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terminals and [the] accounting information to be subtracted or added are displayed on the display 
section. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Rejoined and Currently Amended) A [[The]] terminal apparatus according to claim 
22^ that is a computer apparatus that downloads predetermined contents from an apparatus of a 
connection destination for use in a contents distribution support system, said contents 
distribution support system including: 

a contents server; 

a plurality of terminals connected to the contents server via a network to allow contents 
to be distributed to the terminal from the contents server and further allow the contents to be 
distributed to another terminal from the terminal that received the distribution; and 

an amount setting section that fixes an amount to be subtracted or added, and 

said terminal apparatus comprising: 

a connecting section that connects to a predetermined connection destination via 
communication; 

a transmitting section that transmits user information on the computer user and 
information that specifies the contents stored in the terminal; and 

a display section that displays an object contents list received according to the 
transmission based on set display information, 

wherein apparatus information transmitted by the transmitting section is measuring 
information on performance of the apparatus that transmits and receives or reproduces the 
contents or the transmission and reception state, 

wherein the contents server comprises a storing section that stores information on the 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents and information on a distribution state to be 



associated with each other, a receiving section that receives a terminal that receives a 


request for 


distributing the contents in advance at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the 


contents, a counting section that counts a plurality of patterns in connection with the 




synchronously distributed contents included in the received distribution request, and 


a deciding 
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section that decides a scale of the distribution including at least primary or secondary and other 
distribution ranges and distribution frequencies of the contents according to the result of the 
counting section, and a section that selects a terminal stored in said storing section based on 
information concerning the distribution state from said contents server, and enables the selected 
terminal to distribute the contents to another terminal, 

wherein a storage media having at least one of a read-only storage area and a rewritable 
storage area is used, a program for gaining access to the contents server via the network to the 
read-only storage area, a storing section of a prepaid amount is provided in the rewritable storage 
area and an arbitrary amount is subtracted or added from/to the prepaid amount according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and the subtracted or added amount is stored in the 
storing section of the prepaid amount, and 

wherein the contents server includes a communication monitoring section that monitors a 
communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and when 
interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, selection 
is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section, and the 
amount setting section fixes the amount to be added by dividing the amount according to a 
contents size before the communication is interrupted and a contents size after the 
communication is interrupted, and 

wherein the contents server includes a storing section that stores information on the 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents . 

24. (Rejoined and Currently Amended) A [[The]] terminal apparatus according to claim 
23^ that is a computer apparatus that downloads predetermined contents from an apparatus of a 
connection destination for use in a contents distribution support system, said contents 
distribution support system including: 

a contents server; 

a plurality of terminals connected to the contents server via a network to allow contents 
to be distributed to the terminal from the contents server and further allow the contents to be 
distributed to another terminal from the terminal that received the distribution; and 

an amount setting section that fixes an amount to be subtracted or added, and 
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said terminal apparatus comprising: 

a connecting section that connects to a predetermined connection destination via 
communication; 

a transmitting section that transmits user information on the computer user and 
information that specifies the contents stored in the terminal; and 

a display section that displays an object contents list received according to the 
transmission based on set display information, 

wherein user information transmitted by the transmitting section further includes user 
idea information or limitation information on the download of the contents, 

wherein the contents server comprises a storing section that stores information on the 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents and information on a distribution state to be 
associated with each other, a receiving section that receives a terminal that receives a request for 
distributing the contents in advance at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the 
contents, a counting section that counts a plurality of patterns in connection with the 
synchronously distributed contents included in the received distribution request, and a deciding 
section that decides a scale of the distribution including at least primary or secondary and other 
distribution ranges and distribution frequencies of the contents according to the result of the 
counting section, and a section that selects a terminal stored in said storing section based on 
information concerning the distribution state from said contents server, and enables the selected 
terminal to distribute the contents to another terminal, 

wherein a storage media having at least one of a read-only storage area and a rewritable 
storage area is used, a program for gaining access to the contents server via the network to the 
read-only storage area, a storing section of a prepaid amount is provided in the rewritable storage 
area and an arbitrary amount is subtracted or added from/to the prepaid amount according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and the subtracted or added amount is stored in the 
storing section of the prepaid amount, and 

wherein the contents server includes a communication monitoring section that monitors a 
communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and when 
interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, selection 
is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section, and the 
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amount setting section fixes the amount to be added by dividing the amount according to a 
contents size before the communication is interrupted and a contents size after the 
communication is interrupted. 



25-29. (Canceled) 



30. (Rejoined and Currently Amended) A contents distribution support method that 
executes a method of synchronous distribution from a contents server via a network to further 
allow the contents to be distributed to another terminal from one terminal that received an initial 
synchronous distribution of the contents according to the passage of a fixed time period, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing information on the terminal that received the initial synchronous distribution of 
the contents and information on a distribution state to be associated with each other; 

selecting a primary terminal based on the stored information and an arbitrary reference at 
the time of executing the synchronous distribution of the contents; and 

selecting secondary and afterward terminals based on information stored in [[the]] a 
storing section in connection with the selected primary terminal 

wherein the contents distribution support system further comprises a plurality of 
terminals connected to the contents server via the network to allow contents to be distributed and 
an amount setting section that fixes an amount to be subtracted or added, 

wherein the content server comprises a storing section that stores information on the one 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents and information on the distribution state to 
be associated with each other, a receiving section that receives a terminal that receives a request 
for distributing the contents in advance at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the 
contents, a counting section that counts a plurality of patterns in connection with the 
synchronously distributed contents included in the received distribution request, and a deciding 
section that decides a scale of the distribution including at least primary or secondary and other 
distribution ranges and distribution frequencies of the contents according to the result of the 
counting section, and a section that selects a terminal stored in said storing section based on 



Application/Control Number: 10/736,905 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2454 

information concerning the distribution state from said contents server, and enables the selected 
terminal to distribute the contents to another terminal, 

wherein a storage media having at least one of a read-only storage area and a rewritable 
storage area is used, a program for gaining access to the contents server via the network to the 
read-only storage area, a storing section of a prepaid amount is provided in the rewritable storage 
area and an arbitrary amount is subtracted or added from/to the prepaid amount according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and the subtracted or added amount is stored in the 
storing section of the prepaid amount, and 

wherein the contents server further includes a communication monitoring section that 
monitors a communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and 
when interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, 
selection is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section, and 
the amount setting section fixes the amount to be added by dividing the amount according to a 
contents size before the communication is interrupted and a contents size after the 
communication is interrupted . 

3 1 . (Rejoined and Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium for storing 
a contents distribution support program that executes a method of synchronous distribution from 
a contents server via a network to further allow the contents to be distributed to another terminal 
from one terminal that received an initial synchronous distribution of the contents according to 
the passage of a fixed time period, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing information on the terminal that received the initial synchronous distribution of 
the contents and information on a distribution state to be associated with each other; 

selecting a primary terminal based on the stored information and an arbitrary reference at 
the time of executing the synchronous distribution of the contents; and 

selecting secondary and afterward terminals based on information stored in [[the]] a 
storing section in connection with the selected primary terminal. 

wherein the contents distribution support system further comprises a plurality of 
terminals connected to the contents server via the network to allow contents to be distributed and 
an amount setting section that fixes an amount to be subtracted or added. 
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wherein the content server comprises a storing section that stores information on the one 
terminal that received the distribution of the contents and information on the distribution state to 
be associated with each other, a receiving section that receives a terminal that receives a request 
for distributing the contents in advance at the time of executing a synchronous distribution of the 
contents, a counting section that counts a plurality of patterns in connection with the 
synchronously distributed contents included in the received distribution request, and a deciding 
section that decides a scale of the distribution including at least primary or secondary and other 
distribution ranges and distribution frequencies of the contents according to the result of the 
counting section, and a section that selects a terminal stored in said storing section based on 
information concerning the distribution state from said contents server, and enables the selected 
terminal to distribute the contents to another terminal, 

wherein a storage media having at least one of a read-only storage area and a rewritable 
storage area is used, a program for gaining access to the contents server via the network to the 
read-only storage area, a storing section of a prepaid amount is provided in the rewritable storage 
area and an arbitrary amount is subtracted or added from/to the prepaid amount according to the 
distribution or reception of the contents, and the subtracted or added amount is stored in the 
storing section of the prepaid amount, and 

wherein the contents server further includes a communication monitoring section that 
monitors a communication state between the selected one terminal and another terminal, and 
when interruption of the communication is judged by the communication monitoring section, 
selection is executed again based on information on the terminal stored in the storing section, and 
the amount setting section fixes the amount to be added by dividing the amount according to a 
contents size before the communication is interrupted and a contents size after the 
communication is interrupted . 

32. (New) The contents distribution support system according to claim 2, wherein any 
one of the terminals with information stored in the storing section is selected to distribute the 
stored contents to another terminal. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272-3969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00) . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3964. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 
(571)273-8300 for official communications; and 
(571)273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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